
Rosary 
     May is a month in which Mary 
Most Holy is venerated. The 
mysteries of the rosary are scenes 
from the life of Jesus and Mary. By 
meditating on these truths, we 
come to a better understanding of 
our religion.  
     Say at least one decade of the 
Rosary each day during the month 

of May together with your family. 
 

CALENDAR of SAINTS 
 

Blessed Louis-Zephirin Moreau – May 24   

     Louis-Zephirin Moreau was born in Bécancour, 
Quebec, in 1824. He was educated in the seminary 
but was initially rejected for the priesthood because of 
his frail health. His desire was strong and his 
persistence resulted in his ordination in 1846. Louis-
Zephirin later became secretary for the newly founded 
diocese of Saint-Hyacinthe, of which he became its 
fourth bishop in 1875. Louis-Zephirin was popularly 
known as ‘good bishop Moreau’, he worked tirelessly 
in spite of poor health and died in 1901. He was 
beatified in 1987. 
 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury – May 27 
     In 596, Pope Gregory the Great sent Augustine – 
prior of St. Andrew’s monastery in Rome – and about 
40 monks to evangelize England. The group was well 
received by king Ethelbert of Kent, who later became 
a saint himself. Augustine was soon made bishop and 
was instructed to develop a hierarchy for England and 
to substitute Christian feasts for pagan celebrations. 
Apart from the Welsh refusal to accept either 
Augustine or the Roman traditions he proposed, the 
mission was successful. 
    Augustine established a Benedictine monastery at 
Canterbury. The first archbishop of Canterbury, the 
‘Apostle of the English,’ Augustine continued to work 
for the faith in Britain until his death in 604. 
 

Walk For Life - Sunday, June 4, 2023. KR 
Barkman Park, Steinbach. 1:00 pm BBQ. 
2:00 pm the Walk. 
 

This year's walk is going to be a gigantic baby 
shower, where baby items for Mom's in need - ”think 

diapers, clothes, formula, gift cards and more” will be 
collected and delivered by Laura Sterzer-Laycock.  
*There will be a basket at the back of Notre Dame 
church where these items can be collected until 

Sunday, May28, and then delivered on the day of 
the Walk.*  
Thank you for your attention to this necessary 
collection. 
 

JOB POSTING 
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg is looking for a 
Communications Coordinator who will assist the 
Archbishop of Winnipeg in their ministry to inform, 
catechize, evangelize, and engage the People of God 
in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg and beyond. The 
incumbent will work collaboratively with Catholic 
Centre staff, parish personnel, volunteers, and other 
parties to support effective internal and external 
communications strategies supporting Archdiocesan 
priorities and goals.   
The posting is here:  
https://www.archwinnipeg.ca/employment.html. 
 

From Palms to Ashes 
     Palms are blessed on Palm Sunday to celebrate 
the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Palms 
which are blessed are Sacramental.  Left over palms 
are kept and burned for ashes and used on Ash 
Wednesday.  To dispose of your old palms please 
bring them back to church and place them in the 
basket provided at the back of the church so that they 
can be disposed of properly.   
 

Notre Dame Church 
269 Jemima Street, Selkirk, MB, R1A 1W9 

Phone: (204) 482.3422 Fax: (204) 482.7514 

St. Anne’s Church 
500 Edith St.  Petersfield, MB   Phone: 204 738 2742 

Served from Notre Dame, Selkirk 
Pastor:  Fr. Gerald Langevin  

Secretary:  Fiona Lawson 
OFFICE HOURS  

Monday – Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
* * * 

Church Website: www.ndparish.ca 
Bulletin announcements: due 1 week in advance 

Would you like to receive our bulletin via email? 
Please email ndchurch@shaw.ca to start receiving 
the weekly bulletin. 
 

DEVOTIONS at Notre Dame, Selkirk: 

1st Friday – Holy Hour  
Fridays – Devotion to St. Joseph 

CONFESSIONS:  by appointment 
Marriages: Call at least 6 months in advance 

Baptisms: By appointment 6 weeks in advance 

Ascension Sunday     

 
World Communications Day 

Collection for the Pope’s Pastoral Works 
May 21, 2023  

 

Acts 1: 1 – 11,     Ephesians 1: 17 - 23               

Matthew 28: 16 - 20 
Responsorial Psalm (Ps. 74)    

God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the 
sound of a trumpet. 

 

 

     Is it possible that as Catholics we sometimes 
forget that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, worked 
hundreds of miracles? Do we forget that his “reward” 
from the world, for his goodness, his teachings, his 

prophetic voice, was to be brutally and publicly 
murdered? Do we forget that even “good people” 
stood and watched? Do we forget that it was by the 
power of God that he was raised, and then presented 
himself and taught for 40 days? Do we forget that 
during that time he promised the divine power, the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, to each of us? And after 

that promise, he was taken to heaven? He floated up 
into the air while his friends were watching! 
     If we were true believers, we would be staring into 
the heavens, rejoicing and waiting. We would be filled 
with awe, hope and wonder. We would be shouting in 
the streets, telling everyone we meet that Jesus 
Christ, who ascended into heaven, has given us a 
great commission and the gift of the Holy Spirit giving 
us great authority.  
     Instead, oftentimes, we are running around in the 
world, with our heads down, in our busyness, seeking 

power in the wrong places. It’s time to pivot, to 
redirect our hearts from the world, back to the 
heavens – back to him, Jesus Christ.  

Dorothy Pilarski, Mississauga, ON     

                                                       

Dear Parishioners 
Having mentioned the Stations of the 
Resurrection a couple of weeks ago, it is 
my intention to offer this devotion of Friday, 
May 26th, at 7 pm at Notre Dame Church 
just prior to the weekend of Pentecost. In 
addition to the introduction of this devotion, 
each “station” will be a reflection on the 
Resurrection appearances of Jesus, and an 
invitation to reflect the gift of this profound 
mystery as we prepare to celebrate the gift 
of Pentecost and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles.  All are welcome.  
Respectfully in the Lord, Fr. Gerald 
 

An Easter Prayer 
     O God of Easter glory, gather your baptized 
people around the teachings of the apostles, devoted 
to the life we share in the Church, devoted to the 
breaking of the bread.  Make us so embrace the name 
of Christ that we glorify you in the world and bear 
witness to your Word made known to us by Jesus, our 
Passover and our peace.  Amen 
 

Psalm 74 
            As the king took his seat upon his earthly 
throne, the whole people chanted this psalm in 
celebration of the kingship of God.  And Ascension 
Day is the feast of Christ’s enthronement.  God’s 
sovereignty over the universe is exercised through his 
exalted Son. 
 

https://www.archwinnipeg.ca/employment.html
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Ascension Sunday 

Saturday, May 20 
5:00pm – RIP Jerry Curic, req. by family 
Sunday May 21 
9:00am (Petersfield) – for all parishioners 
10:30pm – RIP Jean-Pierre Dejonckheere, req. by 

MaryLou Van Schepdael 
Monday, May 22 
Saints Rita of Cascia 
Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday, May 23 
Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11 
Wednesday, May 24 
Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11-19 
7:00pm – RIP Dorothy & Andrew McKeown, 
Paul McCambridge, req. by Bernadette 
Thursday, May 25 
St. Bede the Venerable, St. Gregory VII, St Mary 
Magdalene de’Pazzi 
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26 
9:30am – (Knights Centre) – RIP Jerry Curic, 
req. by family 
Friday, May 26 
Acts 18:9-18 Jn 16:20-23 
10:00am – RIP Andy, Walter & deceased family, 
req. by Jean 

Pentecost Sunday 

Saturday, May 27 
5:00pm – RIP Jean-Pierre Dejonckheere, req. by 
Rita Tan 
Sunday May 28 
9:00am (Petersfield) – for all parishioners 
10:30pm – RIP Anna Backé, req. by Wendy Stewart 
 

Stewardship 
       In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us our walking 
orders, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” Jesus commissions his disciples… and us, 
to continue his ministry. Good stewards follow this 
command by using and sharing their time, talent & 
financial resources to glorify God and build the 
Kingdom.  Good stewards can be confident in their 
call, and ability to evangelize, because Jesus reminds 
us that he will always be with us! 

Mass Intentions 

     When faced with the mystery of death and the 
sorrow of loss, Catholic people rightly turn to the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as our greatest and 
most powerful prayer. 
    This is especially true at the time that someone 
dies. Every Catholic should have the benefit of a 
Funeral Mass offered for the salvation of his or her 
soul. This should be done for each of us, without 
question. Then afterwards family and friends 
should arrange for other Masses to be offered for 
that person, as signs of friendship, expressions of 
consolation, and for the most important purpose: 
helping that person, if his or her soul went to 
purgatory, to more swiftly be released from there 
and welcomed into heaven. 
     Thanks to God's mercy as revealed in the 
Scriptures, faithful people trying to live their lives 
with Christ need not worry that they are going to 
hell, where souls will never see God. But even if 
we are so fortunate as to be going to heaven, we 
still need to make up for the consequences of our 
sins. 
     Who of us with humility and common sense 
feels worthy to see the face of God right now if we 
should die suddenly? We know we are sinners and 
need to make up for those sins. Therefore we want 
our family and community to pray for us at Mass 
when we die. And in the months and years that 
follow, we want them to offer Masses for our souls, 
so that if any stain continues or barrier exists, we 
may be swiftly cleansed and cross that divide into 
paradise through the merits of Christ's sacrifice on 
the cross, which is renewed for us at each Mass 
 

Please Pray For the Sick      

Let us remember our friends and relatives who 
are sick or in the hospital including: Jean 
Ancheta, Milagros Berena, Phyllis Gomes, Brad 
Lawson, and Lorraine Smith. 
 

Scripture Insights 
     The solemnity of the Ascension marks a move 
from the risen Lord at Easter to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. In the reading from the Letter to 
the Ephesians, Paul reflects on God the Father’s 
power that raised Jesus from the dead and seated 
him “at his right hand” (Eph 1:20). This biblical image 
symbolizes Jesus’ share in the Father’s power by 
placing all things in the universe subject to him. 

     Jesus promises to communicate this power to his 
disciples in the reading from Acts: “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you” 
(Acts 1:18). The risen Lord makes this final promise 
on leaving his disciples at the ascension, as Luke 
records in the opening of his second volume. The 
Holy Spirit will empower his disciples to “be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (1:8). 
     The Gospel reading contains the risen Lord’s final 
commission to his disciples before his ascension. 
Jesus communicates his power to them for their 
mission to evangelize the world: “All power in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). This 
mission continues Jesus’ mission to bring people into 
relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
through baptism and to teach them “to observe all that 
I have commanded you” (28:20). Jesus’ final words 
that he will be with his followers “until the end of the 
age” (28:20) are a reminder of his eternal relationship 
with us as proclaimed at his birth (Mt 1:23): “and they 
shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with 
us.’”                                                      2023 Sourcebook 
 

Living the Eucharist 
     In all his annual messages for World Day of 
Social Communications, Pope Francis expresses a 
vision of communication that is well beyond its 
usual technical and social aspects. For the pope, 
communications is a two-way dialogue touching our 
deepest human yearnings, something far more 
profound than simply using the tools of 
communication to bend the world to our desires. 
     So for this 57th annual reflection on social 
communications (for the Church, “social 
communications” covers the gamut from traditional 
news outlets to TikTok), the theme is “Speak with 
the heart.” If last year’s theme, “Listen with the ear 
of the heart” spoke of reception, this year’s 
message focuses on expressing ourselves with 
compassion and sensitivity. 
     In both facets, the Pope’s ideal form of 
communications is marked by gentleness and a 
desire to build bridges. Its ideal is the dialogue 
between the resurrected Jesus and the disciples he 
befriends on the road to Emmaus.  
     This model for communications is the polar 
opposite of much of today’s reality. “Dialogue” is 
not really part of the equation. The adage, “The first 
casualty of war is truth,” is a far more accurate 
reflection of the nature of the prime purpose of 

much of today’s social communications. Indeed, we 
have the obvious example of Russia’s horrendous 
invasion of Ukraine, where social media have 
helped shape the world’s understanding of what is 
really happening on the ground. And often in our 
struggle against the pandemic of COVID-19, we 
used the language of war, as in “going to battle” 
against the disease. As we know, in a war our 
purpose is not understanding, but vanquishing the 
enemy. In such a life and death confrontation, it is 
understandable that “truth” may get massaged to 
serve the requirements of the war against disease. 
Understandable, perhaps, but not acceptable.  
     But is not the Pope really naïve? Is it realistic to 
believe our social media   - Instagram, Twitter, 
TikTok, etc. – can change their spot to be tools for 
understanding rather than scoring points?  
      For the Church, the naivety or lack thereof is 
really beside the point. The Pope’s intent is not to 
present a roadmap, but to challenge conventional 
thinking and suggest, kindly, that there is a better 
way. And it is not totally without evidence. Many 
organizations and individuals have figured out how 
to use social media in a less polarized, more 
inviting fashion. There is noble work being done to 
foster hope instead of despair, understanding 
instead of hatred.  
     Granted, such work is often overshadowed by 
louder, more aggressive, angry voices. This is 
nothing new for those engaged in the mission of 
Christ. God’s voice may be more difficult to discern 
these days, but it will not be silenced. 
Joseph Sinasac is Executive Director of Novalis 
Publishing   
  

CWL 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada means 
many things to people. Our core values of faith, 
service and social justice guide us as we follow 
Catholic teaching, provide service locally, nationally 
and internationally, and work to advocate for social 
justice.  
Diversity 

The Catholic Women’s League welcomes women of 
all ages and diverse backgrounds. Throughout 
Canada, you will find Catholic women growing in faith, 
caring through a wide range of service, and seeking 
true justice for all. Did you know non-Catholics can 
become associate members? Want to make a 
difference but not sure how to get started? Your place 
is among us!  

 




